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Should | worry about signing a yearly contract?

The main liability with a contract is that it locks you
into a particular cost structure 12 months in advance,
when in the future your needs might change. You can’ ™
switch plans—but you'll usually have to sign up fora '~ |
new one-year contract then. (AT&T lets you switch <
requires a new contract only if you switch to a dis-" .""'
counted plan; Cellular One charges $10 if you move to * *'}
a cheaper plan.)

Butﬂ:elackofacbnumdoesntgweyoualot_ -
moré freedom to switch prowders—you can’t use one’4 %Y
carrier’s phone with another’s service here, even i
both use the same basic d:gn!al technology.

Whatever you do, don't sign a contract for a term- ;
longer than a year. The industry is moving too fast to*
make that kind of a commitment.
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So how do | decide what plan is right? sl

momh—and how many calls you will get. Then add,” 4‘.:
oh, 10 percent to that total. See wh:ch plans include a’*
monthly total of minutes greater than that. If you're.* 1* |
not going to buy a nationwide or regional plan, th.mk“ w3
hard about when you'd be tempted to use the phone’ ;%44

%izon.com and, if you set out of town. A few roaming calls a month won't throw* ;:.

&y dangerous) tap of the your bill out of whack, but ndoesnttakeloonmny.' .
“#kk data and can make lengthy calls from the airport to wipe out the savmgs»-‘ )
K from using a cheaper local plan. _-* :
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hat kept me from get- fered, which tend to fluctuate almost weekly. Size and
it to roll through the battery life are the most important factors; if you want
4 to try out the wireless Web, you'll need a larger-than-
#tpl network were helpful normal screen. Pate !
Mind of way. If I were pay- KT
-3¢ a different opinion, o bt
Shden 11 .’t£
DR
d“‘q‘
s,
:ifé:"
A

=

3q 1N

w MM Julpaen ue

—lamnodpip

moys 31 pajs:
BUI UMO S|
2I3YMm S30

| feare wojdun
ay) punore
|awIos Ul 3[qE
n SEM 31AI>
Id “19uIjuy 3
102 0] 3[qe A
(3o eudis
[23Ap e sam
nesaq jeyl 10
jop ‘uonppe
(

L®LY 01 an
uajqoud jsej .
T® Je payJeur
jouued sajis

me[, Painjoat
JEUDj00q
)qmue 03 1231
Inok J1 “Auojo
| aredaid om
dLIWNG B U

goneuLIojul 3
| \eY no4 pnou
! i uj "peajsur 1
PPRYpuEy U

jey) puads
duwoo e age ¢

i 00 puE JEpu
| fenpxas 31
} Jqe aq Jou
|
f

303 ped4ay e
01pa} 21am Ju
uas pue Jury:
10} dundway

—Ppaisalom s

b1 .ta;eaq] 1
3 e 1] pau

ctwill . Join FFWD's Fast Friday
witha ~  Club—more than 7,100 members .,

. O-vents

/ _ { SRS T n §31 sey—
0,000 yen "strong—to get our monthly e-mail Work With Me—Monday, Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m» r:;gm
th date was __ newsletter, packed with gossip, . Atageneral meeting of the Capital PC User", |

~ commentary and previews of  Group, Microsoft representatives will demon!c (st

. future stories, plus the oocasmnai i
request for your input. To |om. 4

 strate Windows Me's multimedia
. National Institutes of Health, Masur Auditoris

iy, »
2 Musgrove

R

. send an e-mail to j um, Bulding 10 (Clinical Center), 9000 Wis<. " . 1
% net, Leavethe : omsinAve Behes&ahtlpjlcpwqum 33 Wi i 2 :
Y sub}ecthlank inthemessage . ; - - of | .
. [your name]. .. 11.-. g g xmm—rmmar-smo'o
Vg et e A Sk haeting of the Washington, D.C. chapter ;'f .
. Comments/Questions o «dmmmﬂmtm ’
E-mail us at ffwd@washpost.com : mumasumuuus Patent Office’s w:o
- Write FFWD/The Washington Post

i anmmlmpupmmtbemmqpaah
! 1150 15thSt.NW { i
‘., ' '+ Washington, D.C. 20071
o, Orcail 202 334—7892

}1

}  fowmoas



